
‘She has made a name that will outlive even her “block of 
buildings”, a name that many a girl has wished to God she 
had never heard.’ 
– Truth 20 April 1907

• Perfect gift! 

• Palm-sized A6 format (150 x 105mm) 

• 2-colour title – distinctive pink tint 

• 136pp pb 

• Counter stands & posters 

• Excellent media coverage

Meet the keeper of Melbourne’s most famous brothel. 
‘Female pest’, entrepreneur and jilted lover, Caroline 
Hodgson (1851-1908) is Madame Brussels. 

LM Robinson charts the story of Melbourne’s ‘Queen 
of Harlotry’ through the decadent 1880s and the 
tumultuous 1890s, through courtroom dramas, 
love affairs and a war between heaven and hell. 
Meticulously researched and evocatively recounted, 
Madame Brussels: This Moral Pandemonium dispels the 
myths and uncovers the true story of the most reviled 
woman of Marvellous Melbourne.

‘ ... small, beautifully designed, with apt illustrations. 
In this illuminating biography, Caroline emerges as 
resourceful, smart and perhaps a hopeless romantic.’
– Lucy Sussex, The Age

LM Robinson moved to 
Melbourne from a farm in South 
Gippsland 18 years ago. She’s 
worked as a tutor, university 
lecturer, freelance writer and 
teacher, and is a published fiction 
writer. 
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