
‘You can read the past in this city, if you know where to look’

Discover the city that was, beneath the city that 
is. Learn how Melbourne’s landscape was literally 
remade: lopping the top off Batman’s hill, reshaping 
the Yarra and its delta, and imposing the CBD grid on 
the natural terrain.

• Perfect gift 

• Palm-sized A6 format (150 x 105mm) 

• 176pp pb 

• Counter stands & posters 

• Great reviews!

From illegal village to modern metropolis, Melbourne 
is a city of many layers. Jenny Lee observes them with 
a sharp eye, sampling the city’s marvellous and not-so-
marvellous moments and reintroducing some of the 
unconventional characters who’ve shaped our ‘Queen 
City of the South’.

‘Jenny Lee loves Melbourne ... Her book comes as a small 
revelation, showing us the city growing up before our eyes.’
– Robyn Annear

‘Making Modern Melbourne is a delicious, bite-sized 
history of our city ... Any good bookshop can sell you this 
great read, give you change from a $20, and give you a new 
perspective on what’s at the heart of modern Melbourne.’

– The Slow Guide, Melbourne

‘A punchy little introduction to the history of Melbourne’s 
settlement and evolution, from the first landing by 
Lieutenant John Murray in 1802 through to the current 
day ... ’
– Artshub.com.au

Jenny Lee came to Melbourne for 
a few weeks in 1979 and decided 
to stay. Since then, she’s lived in 
five houses, raised two daughters 
and worked variously as an 
archivist, editor and university 
lecturer. 

Making Modern Melbourne
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